
Murphysboro City Council Meeting 
June 9, 2015 

 
The Murphysboro, Illinois, City Council met in regular session, pursuant to its 
ordinances, on the 9th day of June, 2015.  Mayor Stephens called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. and Pastor Deb Rathert led the council in prayer.  Following the 
invocation, Mayor Stephens led the council in the pledge of allegiance to the flag.  
Mayor Stephens then directed City Clerk Cottonaro to call the roll.  The roll was 
called with the following  
 
Present: Barb Hughes, Russell Brown, Herb Voss, Gary McComb, Bill Pierson, 

John Erbes, Gloria Campos, Tom Ridings 
 
Absent: Danny Bratton, Mark Costa 
 
Motion:  To approve the minutes of the May 12, 2015 council meeting and the 
special council meeting of May 26, 2015.  All aldermen received a copy of the 
minutes, for their review, prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Brown 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 
Motion:  To approve the accounts payable, register #584 and #585 through 
June 5, 2015, accounts receivable through June 5, 2015 and payroll through 
June 5, 2015.  All aldermen received a copy of the accounts payable, accounts 
receivable and payroll for their review, prior to the meeting. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried  
 



  
 

REQUESTS FROM THE FLOOR 

 
Cherie Green of SPIN addressed the council regarding the sewer connection and 
the cost involved.  She indicated it would cost them approximately $10,000-the cost 
NAPA indicated they had paid.  She said the health department was okay with their 
system, it was only the city that required they hook up to city sewer.  Alderman 
McComb stated the cost would be more in the range of $30,000.00.  She inquired if 
the city would be willing to give them a letter of support when they apply for 
additional grants to put in the sewer connection.  Mayor Stephens indicated he 
would be more than willing to write support letters.  Alderman McComb stated we 
would be willing to give them six more months to see what could be arranged.  In six 
months they should give us a status report and we could monitor their progress.  
 

COMMITTEE/COMMISSION REPORTS  

 
Budget and Finance Committee meeting of May 26, 2015. 
 
Motion:  To approve the FY 2014 Audit as presented by Kerber, Eck & 
Braeckel. 
Motion by Alderman Pierson    Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve paying Accounts Payable Register #583 through May 26, 
2015. 
Motion by Alderman Ridings   Second by Alderman McComb 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
Building and Grounds Committee meeting of May 26, 2015. 
 
The draft lease agreement with Murphysboro Park District was discussed.  Attorney 
Heller stated we are not ready to act on anything at this date.  The park district has 
to pass an ordinance to lease from us and then they would present that ordinance to 
us and then we vote on it.  At the present we have a verbal lease with YRC; we 
would inform them that they would be renting from the park district.  The park district 
would lease from us for $1 a year and we pay $6,000 toward any maintenance.  
However, the park district must come to us for approval for renting or evicting 
tenants.  The park district would run the building, run the program and have 
oversight, the city council would approve what they do.  We have a 120 days out; so 
if the park district would evict the YRC then the city could revoke the lease to the 
Murphysboro Park District. 
 
Public Works Committee meeting of May 26, 2015. 
 
No action taken. 
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Public Improvement Committee meeting of May 26, 2015. 
 
Attorney Heller stated that sale of property required a three-fourth vote of the 
council, or eight yes votes. 
 
Motion:  To approve the sale of the property at 1915 Walnut Street to Rick 
Runge for $2507.  . 
Motion by Alderman Pierson Second by Alderman Hughes 
Ayes: Alderman Hughes, Alderman Brown, Alderman Voss, Alderman Pierson, 
 Alderman Erbes, Alderman Campos 
Nays: Alderman McComb, Alderman Ridings 
Motion Failed 
 
We will bring this issue back at the next council meeting. 
 
Public Safety Committee meeting of May 26, 2015. 
 
Motion:  To approve allowing merchants to place items up against their 
building and extend out to 42” on the sidewalk and to amend our ordinance 
accordingly. 
Motion by Alderman McComb  Seconded by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Motion:  To approve no parking on the west side of South 12th Street from 
Chestnut to Mulberry. 
Motion by Alderman McComb Seconded by Alderman Brown 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
 
Personnel Committee meeting of May 26, 2015. 
 
Motion:  To approve hiring one fireman. 
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman Campos 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Motion:  To approve to release executive session minutes of January 13, 2015, 
January 26, 2015 and March 23, 2015 and hold minutes of November 20, 2014.   
Motion by Alderman Hughes Second by Alderman McComb 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Attorney Heller indicated this is an administrative action and no motion is needed.  
Mayor Stephens will write the letter requesting further verification from Marion 
Laughlin’ s primary physician and neurologist for the eligibility of FMLA for her which 
would be retro to May 6, 2015 and report back to the council. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT 

 
Mayor Stephens: 
 
Motion:  To approve appointment of Craig Stewart and Patty Koenig to Zoning 
Board of Appeals.   
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
Motion:  To approve prevailing wage ordinance.   
Motion by Alderman McComb Second by Alderman Pierson 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried. 
 
Mayor Stephens indicated he had received feedback from the Curwood Marketing 
Promotion and that he had placed about 15 follow-up calls. 
 

ALDERMEN ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Tom Ridings Nothing 
 
Gloria Campos Would like to start some community programs, i.e., Saturday 

At The Park 5K Race.  Will bring to next Public Improvement 
Committee Meeting. 

 
John Erbes Nothing 
 
Bill Pierson Nothing 
 
Gary McComb Nothing 
 
Herb Voss Nothing 
 
Russell Brown Nothing 
 
Barb Hughes Nothing 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD ANNOUNCEMENTS/REQUESTS 

 
Ed Heller Nothing 
 
Sandra Ripley Nothing 
 
Harold Sheffer Nothing 
 
Steven Swafford Nothing 
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Brian Hollo Nothing... 
 
Eric Kennedy Nothing 
 
Tim Lee Nothing 
 
Brian Manwaring Nothing 
 
Ron Manwaring Nothing 
 
Darrin Mills Nothing 
 
Jim Stewart Nothing 
 
Motion:  To adjourn 
Motion by Alderman Brown Second by Alderman Hughes 
Mayor Stephens called for a voice vote.  All were in favor. 
Motion Carried 
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 


